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Talk contents: 

1. Today’s students & their needs 

 

2. Practical ideas 



Today’s students are very lucky! 

• Tools & opportunities 

 

 

 

 

 

• Vs… 



But… 

• students often do not take advantage of these tools. 



Autonomy & Responsibility 

• What makes “an autonomous learner”? 

• What makes “a responsible learner”? 

 

Responsible learners “accept the idea that their 
own efforts are crucial to progress in learning,  

and behave accordingly.” 

Scharle & Szabó (2000: 3) Learner Autonomy 

 



Autonomy & Responsibility 

• The problem of dependent learners 

▫ Students are individuals 

 Individual interests, needs & learning styles 

 

 
ENGLISH 



The need for learner training 

A) Learning what autonomy means 

B) Learning how to be autonomous 

C) Learning how to do this through technology 
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Using questionnaires to explore 

attitudes 
• For example, via www.surveymonkey.com 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/


Using questionnaires to explore 

attitudes 
• For example, via www.surveymonkey.com 

 

▫ In class, I like to learn by games. 

▫ I like the teacher to let me find my mistakes. 

▫ In class, I like to learn by conversations. 

▫ I like the teacher to explain everything to us. 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/


Using questionnaires to explore 

attitudes 

 

Who are you? 

What are you interested in? 

What do you like to do? 



Exploring interests via podcasts 

www.fluctu8.com www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts 

iTunes / Store / Podcasts 



Exploring interests via podcasts 

Exercise taken from Sharma & Barrett (2007: 139) Blended Learning 

You are going to listen to a podcast to decide 
whether to recommend it to the other people in 
the group. 
 
Title of the podcast: 
Web address: 
 
1. What is the theme of the podcast? 

 
2. What subjects are discussed in the episode you 

chose? 
 



Exploring interests via podcasts 

Exercise taken from Sharma & Barrett (2007: 139) Blended Learning 

3. Did you find the podcast interesting? 
 Give details. 
 
4. How many people spoke in the podcast? 

How easy or difficult did you find it to 
understand them? Give details. 
 

5.   Was the sound quality of the recording good? 
        Did this affect how well you understood the 
 speaker(s)? 
 
6.   Did you learn any new vocabulary from the  
 podcast? Give details. 

 



Gathering information through webquests 



Webquests 

5 key stages: 
 1. Introduction 

  - Give context 

 2. Task 

  - What is the target? What is the expected outcome? 

 3. Process 

  - Instructions and resources 

 4. Evaluation 

  - How will performance be assessed? 

  - What language is being evaluated? 

 5. Conclusion 

  - What will learners get from the activity? 

  - What language skills have they worked on? 

Sharma & Barrett (2007: 25) 



Webquests 

1. Introduction: 
 

You and some friends have decided to travel to London for the  

day on Saturday. Your train arrives  

at Victoria Station at 10.20, and your  

train home leaves at 17.35. You have just  

over seven hours in one of the world’s most interesting cities. 

Sharma & Barrett (2007: 25) 



Webquests 

2. Task: 
 

Include: 

 - at least 3 famous landmarks, eg.: 

 

 - one big museum: 

 

 

 - and: 

 

 

 

 - how will you get around? 

Sharma & Barrett (2007: 25) 



Webquests 

3. Process: 
 

Plan your time in London. 

Include travelling time. 

Where will you eat? 

 

How much money will you need? 

Sharma & Barrett (2007: 25) 



Webquests 

3. Resources: 
 

Maps of London: 

maps.google.co.uk/maps 
www.panoramicearth.com/ 

London Underground: 

www.visitlondon.com/tubeguru 

Tourist Information: 

www.visitlondon.com 

Sharma & Barrett (2007: 25) 



Webquests 

4. Evaluation: 
 

You need to have a well-organised day. Do not try to include too much 

in your seven hours. Think carefully about how to explain your day 

and why you want to visit the places on your plan. 

 

5. Conclusion: 
 

You now know more about what to do in London. 

You have also practiced talking about future plans. 

Sharma & Barrett (2007: 25) 



Using blogs 

www.edmodo.com 

 



Using blogs 

www.edmodo.com 

 



Online communities 

www.deviantart.com 

 



Online games 



Online games 



Online games 



www.macmillandictionary.com 



www.macmillandictionary.com 



www.macmillandictionary.com 



Audacity for autonomous learning 

Audacity (free audio recording program) 

audacity.sourceforge.net 

 

 

 



Scharle, A. & Szabó, A. (2000) 



www.spreaker.com 

 



Using blogs 

www.edmodo.com 
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Lifelong learning as a 21st Century Skill 

“Tomorrow’s illiterate will not be  

the man who can’t read;  

he will be the man who has  

not learned how to learn.” 

Toffler (1973: 414) 







Thank you! 

Phil Stoneman 

Academic Consultant 

 

philstoneman@gmail.com 
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